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You can’t judge a book by its cover

A	 Label the book cover with the words from the box.

author  back cover  blurb  cover illustration  critics’ comments   
front cover  price  publisher  spine  title

B	 You are going to work in a group to create a book cover. Use the table to help you organise your ideas and plan for 
your project. You can invent a book (one of you could be the author!), or create a cover for a book you know. 

1 Title 5 Critics’ comments

2 Author

3 Cover illustration

4 Blurb

6 Publisher

7 Price

C	 Create the book cover and then show it to the class.
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Romeo and Juliet

William Shakespeare

Probably the most famous of all Shakespeare’s 
plays, the story of a powerful love between 
two young people.

When Romeo, son of Lord and Lady 
Montague, falls in love with the beautiful 
Juliet, from the Capulet family, he finds that 
family histories cannot easily be forgotten. 
The two families have been involved in fights 
for many years, and are bitter enemies.

At first Romeo and Juliet’s love is kept 
hidden. But when Romeo is sent away from 
Verona and arrangements are made for Juliet 
to marry Paris, a friend of her father’s, plans 
are made for a secret marriage between the 
two lovers. Can the lovers be reunited?

‘With good reason, one of Shakespeare’s most 
popular plays. The fight between love and 
family politics is a timeless one, and all young 
lovers of today know and understand the 
problems that Romeo and Juliet face.’  
Don Bates, Emeritus Professor of Classics
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